
MARIA CANTWELL 
	

COMN 
4b'ASHIN670N 	 ~ ~ • )MM[RCE, 	. . 	.. . . 

United tatcs ~cnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4705 

May 9, 201.2 

Lisa Jackson, AdrTT'sraistrator 
E:rlvirorTmentt.jl Protect.ian Af;ency 
Ariel Rios f3uilciirlg 

1200 Pennsylvania Averluc:, NW 
WaslTin ~ ton, DC 2_0460 

Dcyar Adrninistrator -  Jacicson, 

I write you today irr support of the ,_nvironnlent.al Ilrotection Agericy's (EPA) plan t.o hofd public 
meetint;s to outline fitidings of the [3ristol [3ay watershed assessrnent. Thousands of WashingtoniarTs rely 
on E:iristol Llay salnlc.an for t.heir Iivelihoods. Due to WashinF;ton 5tate's c:lear conraectiort with the k3ristol 
E3ay watershed, I ask that you llolca public: rTyeetirins in Wasfiirngton State to review the watershed 
assessment. 

Nearly a thousand Washinf;torlians hofcJ comnlercial fishirlg pernlits in E3ristol E3ay, supportirrf=, t}TOUsarlds 
of jobs iri r>ly state. Irr 2008, (3ristol E3ay corllrTlerc..ial fisfleries — including a catctT of arotrncf 42 rrailliora 
sockeye -- yieldecf over $113 nlillion c.follars, tivhiie rc:creationai salrrrora fisheries yic>Ided arr adclitionaf $75 
million for Washlri ~,ton stat ~:.' businesse ~i i?lorle. In t'ota I, the f3r Istol Bay comrTlercial atid re.creat'lorlal 
salnTorT fisheries are worth at least hr:rlf a laillion ciollars annuallv. 

CorTifTTerclal fi.shel"rTlerl, char'ter otatflts, gear stlp;?Ilers, processors, re.staurarlts, shIFJyclyds, i)rlcf tourlsnT 
ventur-es flave Called orl the EPA to enstire t,lat h(z;h cluallty scieratific analysis is conlpleted in orcJer t.o 
understand 'now 1,3rge scale nTining opc'ratlorls ceuld Irnpact the fisheries. Thousands of r -rTy constituents 
have also contacted nle askirlf; for morE .' Irlfornlation oll the E_I'A's rarocess, results, <anci plan rrnovirag 
forward. A science drlven, lnde(')endent E)roc{'ss !s crlticc3l to evaluatlrlf; the I;oterltlal rlsks a IlelF ✓ Iarge- 
scale hard rock rlline, such as the 1)rol:3osed (>ebble tv1ine, cot.:ld have on our econorriy and the 

environment. This is why I wrote to Yrou irl su{.aport tif the E:PA's watershed assessrnerrt last September. 

SaIrlloEl seasorl begirTs i,i JurTe, wflich rTTearTs nl<any Wiasllington state based fishermerT will be ot.rt of 
contact during critical junctt.lres irT this process. 'T -o ensure all Pacific Northwest have the opE:aortunity to 
be part of this laublic conlment larocess anc.f provic.ie valt.rable feedback, I hoEae you will be able to fTolcl 
tihis public rneetirlg in Washington State no later than June 1., 2012. 
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I;reatly aOpreci2.te yoLll" ci[.'dicatioil to a transpilrE'11t E)t3bIlc prorE'>S tflat rC?lif's oil Ellgtl qUality Sclentific 
data ar;ci balancc:>s diverse st.akeholder iriterests. I)Lie to the import.ance of this issue to Vdastiington 
State anc! the Pacific Northwest, I wol.ild E;rei:3t.Iy apprec:iate beirig inforrned about all devclopments on 
this niatter. 

Sincerely, 

® 

M a ri a Ca n tw e I I -- -^- -- ----- 

LJiiite d Stateys Senator 

cc: Deiiiiis McLerran, i;egior:al Admiriistrator for Ref;iori 1.0, Fnvironnrenta! t'rotection A;ency 
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